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lice Department are looking for a
person of interest in relation to the
September 14, 2010 shooting that occurred in the 2000 block of Kingston
Ave. Detectives that are investigating this incident believe that Lorenzo
Markees Callands, 22 years old of
Lynchburg has information regarding
this incident.
Crime of the week

Person of interest
Detectives with the Lynchburg Po-

The Lynchburg Police Department is
investigating a grand larceny that occurred at Wal-Mart, 3900 Wards Rd.
Lynchburg. On September 26, 2010
at approximately 1:45 a.m. four unknown suspects entered the store and
stole numerous items including PS3
games, X-Box 360 games, PSP games,
a PSP gaming system, and a Nintendo DS games console. The suspects
were able to gain entry into the locked
cabinets which hold the gaming electronics. The loss is in excess of $1,400.
The suspects are described as follows:
Suspect #1: white male, orange
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hoodie, beige shorts, flip flops,
and white baseball hat with a “B” (possibly Boston Red Sox).
Suspect #2: black male, white hoodie, dark shorts, flip flops,
Suspect #3: black male, gray hoodie,
red shorts, black hat with a
red brim and white sneakers
Suspect #4: white male, dark top, red
shorts with a white accent,
and black Nike sneakers with a white
swoosh.
Anyone with any information regarding this crime or the identity of
the suspects is asked to call Crime
Stoppers at 1-888-798-5900, visit the
Central Virginia Crime Stoppers website at www.cvcrimestoppers.org to
enter a web tip, or text “CVCS plus
your message” to 274637.
Note: The persons who provided tip
number CSI-378-806 and CSI-378944 needs to contact Lieutenant J.C.
Bauserman with the Lynchburg Police
Department at 455-3747 to collect
reward money. The call should be
placed Monday through Friday be-

tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00
p.m.
Campbell County lifts ban on outdoor burning
Effective immediately, Campbell
County’s ban on all outdoor burning,
both public and commercial, has been
officially lifted as recent rainfall has
caused dry conditions to improve.
The leaf burning ban (implemented
in November of 2009) will remain
in effect until further notice for the
Timberlake area of the county. This
includes areas west of the railroad
tracks, located west of Lawyers Road
and north of Goggins Road and Buffalo Creek; the ban likewise encompasses the Wildwood subdivision and
Crest Haven Estates.
Questions concerning the burn ban
should be directed to Randall Johnson, Public Safety Deputy DirectorFire Marshal, at (434) 332-9540.
See NEWS, 12
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Honey-Vanilla Ice-Cream Sandwiches
Cold, creamy honey-vanilla ice cream
becomes an easy-to-eat treat when
sandwiched between store-bought butter
cookies.
1 pint honey-vanilla ice cream, softened

1. Who sang “Can’t Get Enough of Your Love,
Babe,” and when?
2. Name the writer and singer of “It’s All Over
Now, Baby Blue.”
3. “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” was a
single hit for which band?
4. Name the first No. 1 single by Judas
Priest.
5. What was the first charted hit by teen idol
Fabian?
6. Where did the rock band Goo Goo Dolls
get its name?
Answers
1. Barry White in 1974. The song hit the top of
both the pop and R&B charts.
2. Bob Dylan. The 1966 song has been covered by others, notably The Byrds and The
Animals.
3. Queen, 1980. Freddie Mercury wrote the
song, as well as “We Are the Champions.”
4. It doesn’t exist. The heavy-metal band
never saw a No. 1 until their album “Killing
Machine” rose to the top in 1978 -- in Finland
and France.
5. Born Fabiano Anthony Forte, his song “Tiger” reached No. 3 on the charts in 1959. It
was his all-time biggest hit. Fabian’s film career was more lucrative, starting with “Hound
Dog Man” in 1959.
6. Apparently from a toy ad: There was a doll
called a Goo Goo, which came complete with
a four-piece crib set and matching comforter.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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12 very thin oval (4-by-2-inches each) butter
wafer cookies
1 pound fresh cherries

freeze onto the cookie sheet. If you line the
pan with parchment, removing the sandwiches should be a cinch.

1. Working quickly, spread ice cream on 6
cookies, using 1/3 cup for each; top with
remaining 6 cookies. Place ice cream sandwiches on cookie sheet in freezer to harden
ice cream. Serve with bowl of cherries.

• Each serving: About 380 calories, 20g total
fat (13g saturated), 98g cholesterol, 145mg
sodium, 45g total carbohydrate, 2g dietary
fiber, 6g protein.

TIP: When assembling the sandwiches,
some ice cream likely will drip down and

Enough
William Voegeli wrote a book about the evergrowing welfare state in the United States and
throughout the Western world titled “Never
Enough.” In the tea party, we hear the countervailing cry, “Enough!”
Everywhere it’s been established, the welfare state has proven itself perpetually self-aggrandizing. Voegeli writes, “The American trend
from 1940 to 2007 -- steady growth of both the
economy and the portion of the economy devoted to the welfare state -- is evident in 12 other
modern, prosperous democracies from 1980 to
2003.”
The tea party bids to stand athwart this longstanding, seemingly inexorable trend. Even
Ronald Reagan, whose rhetoric and intentions
were forthrightly against big government, only
managed to slow welfare-state spending to a
rate of 0.9 percent annually over 8 years -- a
stupendous accomplishment in the context of its
otherwise routinely robust growth.
To achieve more than this will require a massive Republican sweep in the fall, followed up by
a win in 2012. It will take masterly feats of public
persuasion, coupled with countless victories in
budgetary hand-to-hand combat -- all sustained
over time. Liberal defenders of the status quo
will have history, inertia and proven scare tactics
on their side. But, as Barack Obama likes to say,
make no mistake: The rise of the tea party puts

For thousands of triple-tested recipes, visit
our website at www.goodhousekeeping.
com/recipefinder/.
(c) 2010 Hearst Communications, Inc. All rights reserved

the fundamental direction of American government in play in a way it hasn’t been since perhaps 1981.
It wasn’t supposed to be this way after
Obama’s election. The financial crisis, though,
didn’t discredit the free market so much as the
government policies that stoked the housing
bubble and bailed out the banks and the auto
companies. The much-anticipated crisis of
capitalism quickly became an impending crisis
of government debt, as Washington leveraged
itself to the hilt in an era of painful private deleveraging.
With entitlements on an already unsustainable
course, Obama added a new one in his healthcare program, and sold it with every ounce of
hubris and dishonesty he could muster. If tea
partiers had a plant in the White House on a Leninist mission to make things worse before they
can improve, they couldn’t have done much better than the Man from Hope and Change.
Speaker Nancy Pelosi surely knew she’d lose
some seats by insisting on passage of the healthcare law, but she couldn’t have known she’d risk
displacing the tectonic plates of American politics. If there’s going to be a U-turn in American
government, the rise of the tea-party movement
is its necessary precondition. In retrospect, if $1
trillion deficits and an increase in government
spending from 20 percent to 25 percent of GDP
didn’t bring people out into the streets, it would
have been lights out for limited-government conservatism.
It’s become a trope that tea-party candidates don’t have an agenda. That’s not quite
fair. “We’re in favor of a lot of things and we’re
against mighty few,” Lyndon Johnson said in
1964, on the cusp of the Great Society. Take his
statement and turn it on its head, and you have
the thrust of the tea-party agenda. Or, in a word:
Enough.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

• It was American author and futurist Alvin Toffler who made the following sage
observation: “Profits, like sausages, are
esteemed most by those who know least
about what goes into them.”
• In honor of October being National Pizza
month, here are a few statistics: Approximately 3 billion pizzas are sold every year
in the United States. Seventeen percent of
all the restaurants in the country are pizzerias. If you’re like 93 percent of Americans,
you eat at least one pizza every month.
Pepperoni is the most popular topping,
followed by sausage, mushrooms, onions
and olives. And a Gallup poll found that
kids between the ages of 3 and 11 would
choose pizza over any other food for lunch
or dinner.
• Are you a dipsomaniac? The root of the
word is from the Greek “dipso,” meaning
“thirst” -- and we’re all familiar with the
“mania” part. “Dipsomaniac” is just a fancy
name for a drunk.
• You may be surprised to learn that 43 percent of 6- to 9-year-old girls use lip gloss.
Of course, if you’re a parent of a young girl,
you may not be surprised at all.
• A newly married couple sued the upscale
resort in Chile where they spent their honeymoon when a swim in the pool turned the
bride’s waist-length blond hair green.
• The oldest known skis were found, perhaps unsurprisingly, in Scandinavia. The
experts say the skis were made about
4,000 years ago.
• If you live in the state of Minnesota, you
might want to keep in mind that it’s against
the law to sleep with no clothes on.
Thought for the Day: “Man is least himself
when he talks in his own person. Give him
a mask, and he will tell you the truth.” -- Oscar Wilde
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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20 years of wine & garlic

Rebec Vineyards founder Richard Hanson (left) and winery president Svet Kanev take a break from preparations for the Oct. 9-10
Wine & Garlic Festival to be held at their Amherst location.
As Amherst prepares for the annual Wine
& Garlic Festival at Rebec Vineyards Oct.
9-10, its founder looks back on 30 years of
grapes, garlic and success.
By Dan McDermott
The Lynchburg Times
Richard Hanson is sharp as a tack.
He’s trim and active–in much better
shape than I am. But for some reason he’s
seriously thinking of taking a less active
role in the Amherst winery and garlic festival he has been running for decades.
Perhaps it’s because he’s 85 years old.
“This is the last Garlic Festival I’m running but it will probably continue just fine
without me. I’m taking on advisory role,”
he cheerfully said on a beautiful sunny
day as he sipped white wine and told us
the story of how he took a plot of land in
rural Amherst and built one of Virginia’s
smallest wineries, nurturing it into one
of the commonwealth’s best known.
Hanson worked as a quality control engineer at General Electric for 26 years. He
was based in Lynchburg but travelled the
world.
“I remember going to Ireland and I ac-

tually helped install equipment in some
castles over there. They were serving a
lot of mead because the climate wasn’t
great for growing grapes,” he said. Wellknown to Harry Potter and Lord of the
Rings fans, mead is a form of wine made
from fermenting a mixture of honey and
water. Often some other fruits are added
in, such as raisins, oranges and berries
to add color, flavor and nutrition for the
yeast, which doesn’t particularly care for
honey. Mead was especially popular in
medieval times until grapes–with their
higher yield per acre–won the battle for
the pocketbooks and palettes of European vinters and connoisseurs.
Hanson was a home winemaker for
decades and took some short courses at
Virginia Tech on grape growing and wine
making over the years.
“Making wine at home is pretty much
the same thing as doing it commercially.
It’s just on a larger scale,” he said.
While still employed at GE but looking
toward retirement, Hanson planted fields
of grapes in 1980 on what is now the winery.
He cut every post and planted every
vine by hand.

Richard Hanson points to the original 5 100-gallon fermentors he
bought when he started Rebec Vineyards in 1987. The operation
now produces 5,000 to 6,000 gallons of wine.
“I have lucked out. Most vineyards suffer about a 10% mortality rate per year
for grapevines. But these are the original
vines I planted thirty years ago. They are
still producing wine today,” he said.
Hanson explained that grapes are not
quick producers. “You plant the vines. By
the 3rd year you might get some grapes
if you are lucky. About year 5 and 6 you
should be getting a good harvest. It really
takes about 7-10 years before you get a

positive return because the initial cost is
so high. And the whole time you have to
watch out for threats–birds, deer, fungus
and disease,” he said.
Hanson retired from GE in 1984 and
began building the main building at Rebec Vineyards.
With the help of his son-in-law Mark
Magruder, he built the building from
See GARLIC, 
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Think You’re in the Hospital?
Think Again
This is very sneaky. If you go into the hospital and then have nursing-home care, Medicare
might not pay for that care if you didn’t stay in the
hospital long enough.
It seems that when you’re in the hospital, you
might not actually be “in” the hospital as an admitted patient. You might be “observed,” which is
not the same thing.
Sometimes a doctor will send you to the hospital, and you’ll be observed for a day or two to see
if you should really be admitted.
It seems that a criteria program called InterQual
makes decisions about this. Its web page says
that InterQual is “the undisputed gold standard
in evidence-based clinical decision support.” Isn’t
that nice. Whatever happened to our doctors deciding how sick we are?
And how do you know what your status is? You

Good News on Agent
Orange Claims
This is the one we’ve waited for. The regulation for the three new presumptives for Agent
Orange is final. The three new medical conditions added to the list are ischemic heart disease, Parkinson’s disease and B-cell leukemia.
If you were in Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962
and May 7, 1975 or in certain places in Korea
during parts of 1968-1969 and have any of the
illnesses on the now-longer list, you may be due
compensation. Presumptive means you don’t
have to prove the illness is associated with your
service in Vietnam or Korea.
Right there in the Congressional Federal
Register, it says “there is a positive association
between exposure to certain herbicides and the

Read every issue online at www.lynchburgtimes.com

have to ask. Theoretically, you could stay in observation mode for weeks and never actually be
admitted. Medicare considers that to be outpatient care, and it won’t pay for all you get while
you’re in the hospital.
Any nursing-home care you need after that
won’t be paid for by Medicare unless you’ve
spent three days in the hospital as an actual admitted patient.
A Medicare pamphlet says: “If you’re in the hospital more than a few hours, always ask your doctor
or the hospital staff if you’re an inpatient or an
outpatient.” And no matter how long you’re “observed,” that time doesn’t count toward a genuine
inpatient three-day stay if you need to move on to
a nursing facility.
To find out more about this, you can call Medicare at 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227).
Or go online to medicare.gov/publications and
put the publication ID number in the search box:
11435. Be sure to scroll down and read all the
examples in the chart.
Matilda Charles regrets that she cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate
them into her column whenever possible. Write to
her in care of King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or send
e-mail to columnreply@gmail.com.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

subsequent development of hairy cell leukemia
and other chronic B-cell leukemias, Parkinson’s
disease, and ischemic heart disease.”
It looked grim this summer when Department
of Veterans Affairs chief Eric Shinseki wanted
the regulation hot footed through channels and
passed immediately. You have to love congressional representatives who throw wrenches into
the works. This one now requires a 60-day wait,
courtesy of the Congressional Review Act. The
regulation was final at the end of August, so theoretically checks will start going out at the end of
October to those who have already filed claims.
Additionally, there are numerous other locations (albeit with very narrow time frames) where
Agent Orange exposure is likely. Here are a few
of the extra locations: Cambodia, June 1969;
Laos, December 1965-67; and Gulfport, Miss.,
summer of 1977 at sea during Operation PACER HO. However, you will have to prove your
claim for those.
For more information, call 1-800-827-1000, or
go to http://www.publichealth.va.gov/ and look
at the announcements.
Write to Freddy Groves in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL
32853-6475, or send e-mail to columnreply@
gmail.com.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

What Are ‘Significant’ Lapses of
Memory?
DEAR DR. DONOHUE: My mother is 69 and has,
during the past few years, shown signs of memory problems. In the span of 20 minutes, she
might ask the same question several times. She
has trouble following the flow of conversation. I
am concerned she might be forgetting her medicines. I called her physician and was told that
until she forgets what things like toasters are
used for, there is no real concern. Isn’t early intervention a key to treating Alzheimer’s? -- M.K.
ANSWER: With age, it takes more time to retrieve
information from the memory than it does in youth.
That’s normal. It’s also normal for older people, given a sufficient amount of time, to recall the events
of the preceding day or of special occasions. They
might, on occasion, find it difficult to come up with a
particular word, but they should be able to continue
to perform tasks like balancing a checkbook. They
might misplace things, as we all do. However, they
can institute a search in an orderly and methodical
way.
It’s not normal to forget an entire event even when
they are given promptings of what has happened.
Misplacing things because the things have been put
in strange places isn’t normal. An example is putting
the car keys in the refrigerator.
Neurologists, geriatricians (doctors who special-

ize in the treatment of the elderly), psychiatrists and
psychologists administer tests that more precisely
reflect a person’s memory and thinking capabilities.
Having your mother tested isn’t a bad idea, and she
should not take offense at the suggestion.
Four medicines constitute the bulk of prescriptions
written for Alzheimer’s disease. They are Aricept,
Razadyne, Exelon and Namenda. The first three are
usually prescribed for the early stages of this illness.
None is a cure. They can slow its progression. Dozens of new medicines are currently under investigation.
The booklet on Alzheimer’s describes this illness
and its treatment in understandable terms. Readers can obtain a copy by writing: Dr. Donohue -- No.
903W, Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Enclose a check or money order (no cash) for $4.75
U.S./$6 Canada with the recipient’s printed name
and address. Please allow four weeks for delivery.
DEAR DR. DONOHUE: I haven’t seen anything
in your column about fungus foot infection. We
have several family members who have it on
their toes. How does it start, and what can be
done for it? -- Anon.
ANSWER: I have to believe you’re referring to
athlete’s foot, the most common kind of fungal foot
infection. Few people pass through life without an
encounter with the fungi of athlete’s foot. The infection spreads through contact with shed skin that contains the fungus.
Fungi thrive in warm, moist environments. A
change of socks twice a day and wearing an alternate pair of shoes on successive days keep the feet
dry. Antifungal foot medicines abound and come as
ointments, creams or lotions. It can take a month or
more for results. After the skin has healed, continue
to apply the medicine for another two weeks. If overthe-counter medicines -- Micatin, Lotrimin AF and
Tinactin are a few names -- don’t put an end to the
infection, prescription medicines can.
Dr. Donohue regrets that he is unable to answer individual letters, but he will incorporate them in his
column whenever possible. Readers may write him
or request an order form of available health newsletters at P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475.
© 2010 North America Syndicate, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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GARLIC, from 
scratch, even doing the plumbing and
electricity–two things he had never attempted before.
“The roof is made from original Virginia
white oak split shingles. It’s what the pioneers used. They’ll out-last red oak by decades,” he said.
The building is held up by 72 pine poles.
“I cut them myself and we hauled them
to Covesville to be pressure treated,” he
said.
Inside the winery is the prominent tasting room counter. “That was built from
wood from an old tobacco curing barn
that stood about three hundred feet from
here. We tore it down but kept the wood.
It was build around 1800,” he said.
The main building was completed in
1987, the year Hanson started Rebec
Winery with a vision for an annual festival that would draw attention and customers.
“I had done some research and learned
that the most successful wineries had
a big annual event to draw crowds. So I
planned the winery to accommodate a
festival of some sort,” he said.
Hanson had 20 years experience coordinating the Clifford Ruritan Club’s annual Sorghum Festival which draws a few
thousand people.
While Hanson had a plan for some sort
of wine-centered event, he wasn’t sure
what angle to take to make his festival
unique.
“A neighbor, Nancy Gripp, was an herbalist and she had an interest in growing
garlic. There was an alternative agriculture specialist who came around and of-

Rebec Vineyards founder Richard Hanson stands in front of the
main building at the winery. He built it by hand from 1984-87. The
roof is still covered with the original Virginia White Oak shingles.
fered advice on different crops as the state
moved away from tobacco. They were
pushing broccoli for a while and then encouraged garlic, among other things,” he
said.
Hanson said Gripp asked if he would
consider including garlic in the plans. He
thought it was a terrific idea and the Wine
& Garlic Festival concept was born.
After two years of planning, Hanson
launched the first wine and garlic festival
in 1991.
To say it went well would be an understatement.
“I was planning for 300 people. 3,000
came. It was a real hit from the begin-

ning,” he said.
The festival grew rapidly and now regularly draws 20,000 to 25,000 visitors over
the second weekend in October.
“We suffered a bit because of the re-

Rick’s Cards
Wholesale and Retail

Rick’s Cards is the oldest card shop in
the Shenandoah Valley & is the only
Full Time shop from Roanoke to
Pennsylvania off I-81.

In stock, cards from 1887 and newer.
Christy Mathewson, Ty Cobb, Walter
Johnson and more in stock.

We really do care. And it costs a lot less than you think.

*Baseball *Football *Basketball
*NASCAR *Non-Sports *Supplies
and much more.

Advertise in The Lynchburg Times.

Find Rick’s Cards on Facebook for
business hours and specials

sales@AdvertiseLynchburg.com • 540-683-9197

See GARLIC, 

ELECT

TheONLY
ONLY Candidate
The
Candidatewith
with
the experience that counts!
counts!

I buy sports and non sports cards from the
1960’s and before. I appraise collections.

This space is reserved for you. To help your business grow.

We’re in every Kroger, Food Lion & more than 200 other places.

cession. We were down 30% in 2007 but
started to pick up pace again after that.
We hope to be at pre-recession levels this
year,” he said.
Hanson’s first festival had 20 vendors.
This year’s will have a lot more.
“We’ll have about 15 food vendors, 89 garlic growers, 6 wineries and a lot of
crafts and arts people–about 150 in all,”
he said.
The annual Wine & Garlic festival is important to the success of the winery and
about 25% of the annual production of the
vineyard is sold over that two day period.
While he has weathered the recession,
the weather itself is the biggest concern.
“We only had one really bad weekend.
In 2005 it rained all week before and all
during the festival. I mean it was pouring
down rain. We call it the ‘mudfest.’ It cost
me about $10,000 to repair the damage to
the property,” he said.
After the first successful festival, Hanson and his wife agreed to take in a foreign exchange student from Bulgaria.
Svetlozar Kanev had a horticulture degree and thankfully for us had settled on
the nickname ‘Svet.’

Rick Keplinger, Owner
rickscardshop@gmail.com

540-662-4401

689 Stephenson Rd.
Stephenson Va. 22656
Located 4 miles North of Winchester.

Store hours change weekly so please call ahead
for access code to enter gate.

On November 2nd Vote

Ronald Irvine
For Circuit Court Clerk

Present Clerk of Lynchburg
Circuit Court with over 23 years
of experience in the Clerks
2I¿FHDV&KLHI'HSXW\&OHUN
For more information, to contribute
or volunteer, please contact

Ronald Irvine’s campaign at:
1001 Lindsay Street, Lynchburg
VA 24502 (434) 239-2075

ZZZURQIRUFRXUWFOHUNFRP
Authorized and Paid for by:
Friends of Ron Irvine Clerk

7"2'NEWPDF



Page  • The Lynchburg Times • September 30 - August 6, 2010
GARLIC, from 
After a year with the Hansons, Kanev
returned to Bulgaria and applied for a
work permit to come back. He’s been
there ever since and went through a 12
year process to become a dual citizen of
the United States.
“He came as a student but we have since
become good friends. He runs the winery
and is in a perfect position to take over,”
Hanson said.
In February, Hanson signed over controlling interest in the winery to Kanev.
Kanev has watched the production
grow from 400 gallons to between 5,000
and 6,000 gallons a year.
“We have grown about 5% - 6% each
year. That’s a healthy rate,” he said.
Rebec Vineyards started out producing wines using only grapes grown on the
property.
“We originally had only 3 wines, all
from European grapes. We had a white, a
chardonnay and a cabernet. Now we have
16 different varieties and we use a lot of
grapes from all over Central Virginia,”
Hanson said.
Hanson noted that as production at Rebec has grown, the size of the vineyard
has not.
“It has opened up opportunities for local grape growers. It really is a specialty
unto itself. Growing grapes is a full-time
operation and it can be lucrative. In a
good season you can get 3-5 tons per
acre. And good grapes can go for $1,600
to $2,000 a ton,” he said.
As Hanson goes through the process of
handing over the winery business to the
man who helped him grow it over the
years, he is pleased that Kanev intends to
continue the garlic festival tradition.
Kanev is looking to the future as well.
“I have a lot of plans for the garlic festival
next year. Just wait,” he said.
The Virginia Garlic Festival will be held
at Rebec Vineyards in Amherst Oct. 910. Tickets are $18 in advance, $25 at the
gate. Admission without wine tasting is
$14 in advance and $20 at the gate. Children age 2-11 are free.
GPS: 2229 North Amherst Highway,
Amherst, VA.
For more information or to buy tickets,
visit rebecwinery.com on the web or call
434-946-5168.
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Cuccinelli gives his thoughts on progress of health care lawsuit
By Stephen Groves
Virginia Statehouse News
Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli on
Monday offered his thoughts on the federal government’s argument on health
care reform, saying the state’s current
case could decide the future of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act.
In an email to supporters, the attorney general gives an update of where
Virginia’s lawsuit against the federal
government for mandated health insurance stands — in the midst of a summary judgment in the U.S. District Court
in Richmond. U.S. District Judge Henry
Hudson will hold a hearing on Oct. 18
for both sides to make their oral arguments.
Cuccinelli also comments on the federal government’s opposition to his
summary judgment. Cuccinelli says the
consequences of the case could strike
down the entire Patient Protection and

Affordable Care Act.
“The federal government has conceded that if the individual mandate is
found unconstitutional, then all of what
they refer to as the ‘insurance industry
reforms’ must fall alongside the individual mandate,” Cuccinelli says. “Given
that up to this point, they have conceded nothing, I am genuinely shocked at
the sweeping nature of this concession.”
Both sides of the lawsuit filed their
opposition to the other’s motion for
summary judgment on Sept. 23, the day
the first round of changes to health insurance took effect. Cuccinelli filed the
lawsuit on behalf of Virginia in March,
right after the health care reform bill
was signed into law. It is aimed at the
federal mandate that people must buy
health insurance by 2014 or face a fee.
The Virginia General Assembly passed
a law in response to the federal mandate
that said Virginians cannot be required
to purchase health insurance. The lawsuit, which could go all the way to the

Supreme Court, will settle this dispute.
Currently, 20 other states are suing the
federal government in a similar case in
Florida.
Cuccinelli mostly comments on the
federal government’s opposition in his
email.
He says that the federal government’s
lawyers cite several cases that he labels
“silver bullets.” The lawyers have not
used the cases before, and Cuccinelli accuses them of trying to stretch them for
“sweeping and powerful propositions.”
He also says that the federal lawyers
are agreeing with him that if mandated
health care is ruled unconstitutional,
the entire Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act could be null.
Cuccinelli quotes from the federal
government’s brief — “Under these
principles, some provisions of the Act
plainly cannot survive. As defendants
repeatedly have made clear … insurance
industry reforms in Section 1201 such
as guaranteed-issue and community-

“City of Dust: Illness, Arrogance, and 9/11”
By Anthony DePalma
(FT Press, $25.99)
Reviewed by Katy B. Olson
The lives snuffed out at the World Trade Center
on Sept. 11, 2001, number in the thousands. Victims’ names are read by beloved survivors every
year during televised memorial services; church
bells throughout the nation ring at 8:46 a.m. and
9:02 a.m. each heartrending anniversary to mark
the moments two jumbo jets tore into the Twin Towers.
Lost near-instantaneously, these lives are commemorated, burned into national consciousness.
Yet long after the stock exchange reopened, after
the debris fire was extinguished, after the gray dust
that settled over lower Manhattan seemed to drift
away, the aftereffects of New York City’s greatest

rating will stand or fall with the minimum coverage provision …”
Officials with the U.S. Department of
Justice said they had no comment on
the ongoing case.
Cuccinelli also takes swings at health
care in general, attacking the cost of
Medicaid. He says the state-federal
health insurance for the poor and disabled would cost Virginia over a $1 billion by 2022. He also fires back at the
“left-leaning media,” naming several national and state outlets. Cuccinelli has
drawn criticism recently for using the
attorney general’s position, and budget,
to advance his political agenda.
But he said, “much of what I am doing
on the political side is simply educating folks up on all of this,” and said that
many expenses that advance his cause
are paid for by “Ken Cuccinelli for Attorney General,” his campaign committee.

environmental disaster remain still, terrorizing the
lives and silently ravaging the health of those who
escaped immediate destruction.
In “City of Dust,” veteran New York Times reporter Anthony DePalma investigates the health crisis
that accompanied 9/11, with a sharpened focus on
the dust that covered ground zero. With the crashing of the towers, concrete, construction material,
chemicals, asbestos -- all that held the buildings
together and all that the buildings held -- was pulverized to a fine powder and released in a black
cloud, which that day “blotted out the sun and has
distorted science, medicine and public policy ever
since.”
Filling the lungs of those who lived, worked and
volunteered in the area, the dust was a constant
but largely ignored presence. Some people got
sick; some people did not. The battles to prove
and disprove the significance of the dust exposed
a tangled, fraught relationship between modern
politics and social responsibility.
Interweaving the stories of politicians, scientists, advocates and survivors with a firm grip on
the facts and sharp, steady-handed reporting, DePalma reveals as complete a picture as science
and time allow. What emerges is as clear a story
as possible, studied, salvaged and reconstructed
from a day now forever burdened with the memory
of abrupt devastation and the promise of long-lasting consequence.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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• “Before you wash a load of towels, dampen
one and use it to wipe down the sides and
top of your washer and dryer. Then just toss
the towel in with the load. Also, keep a toothbrush close to give the fabric-softener reservoir a scrub, and rinse it in hot water often.”
-- T.O. in Maryland
• Got kids and need a new sofa? Look for
fabrics that clean up with soap and water.
Upholstery that has subtle color changes or
is woven or textured will hide stains; napped
fabric and flat finishes show water spots and
wear spots.
• For wood floors, make sure you dust-mop
regularly. Dirt can scratch up your floors. Use
a mop with a head that can be popped into
the washer, and do so regularly.

World War I pin
1. Is the Book of Nathan in the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Though Paul was born in Tarus of Cilicia, where
was he brought up? Jerusalem, Shiloh, Jericho, Damascus
3. What 8-year-old boy served as King of Jerusalem
for 100 days? Shamgar, Jehoiachin, Adino, Sisera
4. From John 5, who stirred up the water at the pool
of Bethesda? Priest, Angel, Wind, Jesus
5. Who was Jacob’s firstborn as found in Genesis
35? Reuben, Ehud, Joshua, Elah
6. From Judges 1, who fed 70 kings at his table?
Benaiah, Nebuchadnezzar, Adonibezek, Mephibosheth
ANSWERS
1) Neither; 2) Jerusalem; 3) Jehoiachin; 4) Angel; 5)
Reuben; 6) Adonibezek
For more trivia, log on to www.TriviaGuy.com
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Q: I have a pin that was worn in the hat of an officer of the Italian Army during World War I. What
would be its approximate value? -- Francine, Rio
Rancho, N.M.
A: I contacted several military collectors and they seem
to agree that it is probably worth in the $15 to $25
range, depending on both condition and desirability.
Q: I sent you a list of about 40 antiques and collectibles that I own, with a request that you provide me
with current values so I can sell these items for a
fair market price. I even enclosed a self-addressed,
stamped envelope, but I have not heard from you
in over a month. What’s the problem? -- Ken, Fall
River, Mass.
A: I am not an appraiser, nor do I play one on television. If that is what you need, you can find a certified
appraiser in your area at one of two excellent websites:
www.appraisers.org and www.appraisersassoc.org.

You should expect to pay for this service.
I sometimes reference values in this column, but
generally they come from a price guide I trust, a website or an opinion of a knowledgeable collector/expert.
Although I was directly involved in the antique/collectible business for more than three decades, I am not
qualified to appraise, which is why I often steer my
readers in the right direction so that they can find the
information they need.
Because of the volume of mail and e-mails that I receive, I can’t personally answer letters, even ones with
SASE. Even though I try to answer questions within a
month or two of when they are received, it is not always
possible.
Q: I have a collection of signed 8-by-10 photographs by stars who include Bill “Bojangles”
Robinson, Laurel and Hardy, Alan Ladd and Gene
Autry. I would like to find out current values for insurance purposes. -- Marie, McKees Rocks, Pa.

• “My children love to read, and if they had
it their way, they would have hundreds of
books. To keep their interest in reading hot,
we use the library, but we also patronize a
local used-book store. They can search the
stacks to find favorite authors and subjects,
and they turn in books to get credit toward
new ones. If they love a book at the library,
try to find one at the bookstore to keep.” -A.C. in Florida
• Great advice that will save you money:
Lower the temperature of your water heater
to 105 F. It’s hot enough for washing, but not
hot enough to scald a small child or sensitive
skin.

A: Robert Jones is an established dealer who specializes in celebrity autographs, and he might be able to
help you. His contact information is 559 Central Ave.,
Dover, NH 03820; jones@autographworld.com; and
www.autographworld.com.

• “Ever since we installed shaker pegs in the
kids’ bathroom, the towels get hung up regularly. I think they used to have trouble putting the towels on the bar, and it’s easier this
way.” -- E.S. in Oregon

Write to Larry Cox in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or
send e-mail to questionsforcox@aol.com. Due to the
large volume of mail he receives, Mr. Cox is unable to
personally answer all reader questions. Do not send
any materials requiring return mail.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, c/o King
Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475 or e-mail JoAnn at
heresatip@yahoo.com.

© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Former NFL Player gives High School Athletes an Academic Pep Talk

Tony Collins, a former NFL player for the New England Patriots,
came to E.C. Glass High School Sept. 27 to talk to the student athletes about their future in athletics and what it would take to make
their dreams come true.
By Lauren Satterfield
The Lynchburg Times
Student athletes and their parents filled
the gymnasium of E.C. Glass High School
to hear what retired professional football
player Tony Collins had to say to them. I
was settled in amongst the students as we
waited for the famous athlete to make his
entrance.
When Tony Collins stepped up and
started his introduction into the evening’s
seminar the room fell silent. “This is the
most important night of your life here
tonight. So everyone listen up and start
taking notes. My dad used to say ‘Knowledge is power’ and he was right! Tonight
I am going to begin by telling you about
the opportunity I had to play in the NFL,
and then I am going to tell you about the
opportunity that you can also have when
it comes to professional athletics. Notice
that I am going to use the word opportunity a lot tonight.”
Tony Collins graduated from a small
high school in NY with big dreams of
the NFL. “My buddy and I sat down one
day and decided that we were going to do
something with our lives, we were gonna
shoot for the NFL, so we did. And I am
happy to tell you that both of us were
given full scholarships to a college of our

choice.” Collins went on to play college
football for Eastern Carolina University
and was talking to NFL coaches his senior
year. “I did the dumbest thing my senior
year of college, I quit going to class. With
about a semester and a half left I figured
that I didn’t need to attend, heck I had the
NFL knocking on my door. I had made
my dream come true, why would I need
an education? That is what I am here to
talk to you about.”
“First I want to drill into your head one
thing. You are a student-athlete. Notice
that student comes before athlete; there is
a reason for that. You are supposed to be
a student first and an athlete second.” Collins said as he walked toward the bleachers and called on a student. “Can you tell
me what your GPA [grade point average]
is?” The student shook his head and muttered that he didn’t know. Collins took a
step back, “You don’t know. Well did you
know that when a recruiter calls asking
about a certain athlete the very first thing
he asks about is the GPA? Not how fast
can he run, not how many touchdowns
has he scored, but what is his GPA.” Collins went back the student. “You need to
always know what your GPA is,” Collins
stressed as he walked back to the middle
of the gym.

“Parents,” Collins said, “you need to
meet your guidance counselor. Shoot,
you need to put their number on speed
dial, because your guidance counselor
knows your child’s GPA, attendance record and everything else that the recruiters are going to be asking about.”
“Okay, next issue, how many of you
have received a letter from a university?”
Collins asked the students. Three raised
their hands. Collins walked over to each
and asked what they did with the letter.
All three students responded that they either looked at it and threw it away or set
it down and forgot about it. “No, no, no.
When a college sends you a letter the first
thing you do is respond to it. I don’t care
if it is the worst school in the country. You
respond, let them know that you want to
come to their school, and that they should
check out what you have to offer. Because
once that school knows who you are and
how good you are, they will most likely
set their eyes on recruiting you, and then
someone like Liberty will see that you are
being looked at, and they will pick up interest in you, and so on. You need to get
your name out there.”
According to Collins most universities
do not know about all the high schools
that are out there, and now recruiters do
not come to games to find talent. Instead,
they look online to find players with impressive videos and statistics.
“Back to dealing with Universities,
you are allowed as many unofficial visits
as you want, so take advantage! UVA is
what, an hour away from here, get your
butt up there and start talking to people,
same with Liberty and any other university that you can find. Also you are allowed
five official visits, and those are amazing.
With an official visit you are invited up
for a weekend. They feed you, show you
around and you get to meet cute girls!”
Collins added with a laugh. “Seriously
though, what are you guys waiting for, a
red carpet? Well I am here to tell you that
ain’t gonna happen!”
Collins told the students about very
different recruiting experiences that he
had with his two sons. His first son was
scouted during a game and offered a full
scholarship, but his youngest son wasn’t.
During his senior year there were no letters from colleges, so Collins started talking to universities to find out just how the

recruiting system worked.
“Now I know I have been talking more
about being recruited and how to be recruited but we need to talk about the
most important thing. Your GPA and
your education.” Collins resumed his
opening speech and expanded his information. “Let me tell you something. The
NFL, that’s great, that’s the dream, but
guess what? Most NFL careers last on
average 3 1/2 years. That’s it! What are
you going to do after the NFL if you don’t
have an education? Let me let you guys in
on a little secret: an education and a degree last you a lifetime… but a career can
come and go in a flash.” Collins smiled
as he saw realization dawn on the face of
every single student in the audience.
“Being a student athlete gives you an advantage that everyone else misses out on.
Firstly, you are an athlete; colleges will fall
over themselves to give you a full scholarship to come and play for their team.
Whether it is the best team out there or
the worst it doesn’t matter, because they
See EC GLASS, 13
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Regional School Dedicates Garden
To Students Who Have Passed
Away
On Thursday, October 7, 2010 at
10:00a.m. LAUREL Regional School
will rededicate their Memorial Garden. The garden was built to remember the students who have passed
away. In the garden a tree will also be
dedicated to honor the retired teach-

ers who committed their careers to
the school.
LAUREL is a regional public education program. It is governed by its own
school board with five areas school
divisions represented. The Lynchburg City School division acts as the
fiscal agent. The LAUREL program
provides classroom instruction for
regional students, ages 2-21, who are
severely and profoundly mentally or
physically handicapped or autistic. In
addition to the specialized classroom

Read every issue online at www.lynchburgtimes.com

program, other services available to
eligible students include speech and
language therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, vision services
and services for the hearing impaired.
Middle school students will stay up
all night for the love of reading
Roughly 100 Linkhorne Middle
School students will be part of a
See NEWS, 15

have shown, over an extended period, that we can
score better average finishes than everyone else.
Now we just have to go do that. That’s what I am
counting on: the ability to go do that.”
Edwards has spent his entire Sprint Cup career
driving Roush Fenway Racing’s No. 99 Ford. In

Don’t Count Edwards Out
Carl Edwards, who won nine races in 2008, hasn’t
won any since.
Yet Edwards, who was runner-up to Jimmie Johnson in the 2008 Chase for the Sprint Cup, is back
in it this year and actually accumulated more points
in the final 10 races of the regular season than any
other driver.
Consistency has become Edwards’ key.
A 10th-place finish in the Sylvania 300 at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway left Edwards, 31, in
ninth place in the Sprint Cup standings, 95 points
behind leader Denny Hamlin.
Edwards, of Columbia, Mo., felt good to put New
Hampshire -- and a decent finish -- behind him.
“Everyone knows that the meat of the Chase is
mile-and-a-half tracks like Kansas and California,”
he said. “You definitely want to get a good start, but
I don’t think anyone can set the tone of the Chase
here (New Hampshire), just because it’s kind of a
unique track.”
The challenge, of course, is beating Jimmie Johnson, who has won the past four championships.
“I think that we have proven ... that we can score
more points than anyone in the series, and that’s
what it is going to take,” said Edwards. “Jimmie
(Johnson) did a good job ... of explaining that you
have to have something to hang your hat on. You
either have to have wins or you have to be very consistent. You have to have some sort of thing to build
your team around.
“We are building our hopes on the fact that we

Carl Edwards, left, alongside Cup
Series driver David Ragan, was
the Sprint Cup runner-up in 2008,
but is winless since that season.
Nevertheless, he’s eighth in points
heading into Dover. (John Clark/
NASCAR This Week photo)
2005, his first full season, he wound up third in the
Chase behind that year’s champion, Tony Stewart,
and Edwards’ teammate, Greg Biffle.
Consistency is a recent addition to Edwards’ repertoire. All 16 of his Cup victories have taken place in
three seasons -- 2005, 2007 and 2008 -- but he has
qualified for the Chase in five of his six full seasons.
Edwards won the Nationwide Series championship in 2007.
Monte Dutton has covered motorsports for The Gaston
(N.C.) Gazette since 1993. He was named writer of the
year by the National Motorsports Press Association in
2008. His blog NASCAR This Week (http://nascar.rbma.
com) features all of his reporting on racing, roots music
and life on the road. E-mail Monte at nascar_thisweek@
yahoo.com.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

1. How many times did Pete Rose lead the National
League in batting average for a season?
2. In how many consecutive seasons did Dodgers
pitcher Sandy Koufax toss at least one no-hitter?
3. When was the last time before 2009 that the Purdue football team won a game at Michigan Stadium?
4. LeBron James and Zydrunas Ilgauskas are among
four players who have scored 10,000-plus points for
the Cleveland Cavaliers. Name either of the other
two.
5. Who was the last rookie goaltender to win a playoff
series for the Detroit Red Wings before Jimmy Howard in 2010?
6. In 2010, team owner Chip Ganassi had a driver win
the Indianapolis 500 and the Daytona 500. Name the
two drivers.
7. Tennis star Rafael Nadal has won the French Open
fives times in six years, with Roger Federer capturing
it in 2009. Who won it in 2004?

Answers
1. Three times (1968, ‘69 and ‘73).
2. Four consecutive years (1962-65).
3. It was 1966.
4. Brad Daugherty and Austin Carr.
5. Glenn Hall, in 1956.
6. Jamie McMurray (Daytona 500) and Dario
Franchitti (Indianapolis 500).
7. Gaston Gaudio.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Sex and Sports: The
Double Standard
I admit -- in my $1,695 Dunhill navy blue peacoat
(you know, the one with the finished seam, horn buttons
and knitted waffle collar for that modern touch?), $1,075
Hermes orange v-neck cashmere sweater and custommade Don Nite khaki corduroy plain-fronted slacks (fully
lined with a Bimberg Supreme lining to block the wind,
natch) -- I looked like a hundred bucks.
Sure ... I noticed the double-takes and the longing
-- if not lustful -- stares as I entered the woman’s locker
room of the American Olympic soccer team that day.
At first, it was business as usual -- I’m a professional
journalist just doing my job, here to conduct a few
post-game interviews. But as I started to interview Mia
Hamm, Brandi Chastain ripped off her top at the next
locker and started saying things that really made me
feel ... well ... yucky.
Averting my eyes from Brandi’s overt display, I somehow made it through the interview with Mia, but I left the
locker room in tears. Why can’t I just be judged for my
work and not my astonishingly handsome looks? Adding insult to injury, the prominent sports journalist Mary
Carillo -- not surprisingly, a woman -- said I was just
“asking for it” because of how I dressed.
“You don’t just stride into a woman’s locker room
wearing sinfully dark, chocolate-brown Chukka boots
by Alden and accessories like a burnished bourbon calf
belt by Allen Edmonds and not expect comments!” she
remarked. And though Bryant Gumbel distanced himself from the remarks (the USOC, to its credit, issued a
harsh rebuke), it was too little, too late. I wasn’t going
to sue over the situation, but I was going to tweet about
it.
I saw that Ines Sainz, my colleague at the Mexican
news program “Azteca Deportes,” had to walk a mile in
my shoes recently when she covered the New York Jets.
She also was subjected to crude, sexual comments by a
locker room full of testosterone-addled football players.
In the following days, there was a lot of consternation
and rebuke, too. Sure she was a former Miss Universe
pageant contestant, and “Azteca Deportes” has a full
pictorial of her on its website, but lots of journalists do.
I’m sure NPR has a gallery of racy Cokie Roberts pics.
NOTE: For those who lack sarcasm detection abilities, I was not subject to sexual harassment by Brandi
Chastain. Men are not provided access to women’s
locker rooms -- there’s a double standard. As a professional, Ms. Sainz didn’t deserve the harassment, but it’s
hardly surprising. Women journalists have made progress, but men haven’t progressed past the ogling-caveman stage, apparently. On behalf of men everywhere,
sorry for the double, and lower, standards.
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter and publisher of
The Kansas City Luminary.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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are offering you something that many college students will never get: a free education. That is huge!” Collins exclaimed.
“Secondly,” Collins continued, “the
corporate world right now is looking for
athletes. They want to employ you because athletes are hard-working and disciplined.” Collins spoke more about how
important a degree is for the real world,
and how with a degree every student athlete can succeed no matter what, since
that way even when your athletic career

is over, you‘ll have another career to fall
back on. “The more you have to offer, the
better your chances in life are.”
Collins is partnered with NCSA (National Collegiate Scouting Association) a
group that goes to different high schools
all over the united states and talks to student athletes, letting them know more
about the recruiting process, and how to
get recruited. “You can’t just sit around
and wait. Only three of you have received
letters from a university, only three.
Question, were any of them from Liberty.” Collins asked. All three students that
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received letters said no. “No? Liberty is
five miles from here and they don’t even
know who you are or how good you are.”
“The NCSA is a group that gets your
name out there for universities to see. We
make a profile for each player that fills out
an information sheet, and we work with
you to update your profile so that universities will see that you exist, and that
you are worth taking a look at, ‘cause seriously, I didn’t even know that Lynchburg
existed. We need to put ya’ll on the map,”
Collins encouraged.
“I am going to close tonight with the one
thing that I want you all to remember. I
want each and everyone of you standing
in line tomorrow at the guidance counselor’s office, and I want you all to know
what you GPA is, because I can guarantee you one thing, it does not matter how
fast you can run or how good you are. The
recruiters are looking for someone who
is smart, who has a good GPA, someone
who is trying. Even if you are not that
smart, if recruiters can see that, ok well
his sophomore year he had a 2.0 GPA,
then his junior year he had a 2.2 GPA and
now his senior year he has a 2.6 GPA,
they will take more interest into you because they can see that you are trying to
be better and working hard. That is what
recruiters are looking for: someone who
is trying and wants it.” Collins paused and
looked around the room. “I am talking to
all you slackers and you know who you
are. Recruiters are going to take one look
at you, see that you have a crappy GPA
then they are going to turn and run. So
you all need to step your game up. Not
your athletic game. You need to step up
your academic game, because that is what
is counting.”
Collins wrapped up his speech and
opened the floor for any questions that
the parents or students had. Many hands
were raised and every answer gave the
players a better understanding of how to
be noticed by recruiters and colleges
After being dismissed Collins disappeared into a crowd of students, all of
whom wanted to shake his hand and
thank him for coming as they filled out
the information sheet for the NCSA.
If you want to find out more about the
NCSA you can visit their website at www.
ncsasports.org or call 866-579-6272.

lauren@lynchburgtimes.com
Edited by Laura Biondi

• On Oct. 15, 1917, Mata Hari, the archetype
of the seductive female spy, is executed for espionage by a French firing squad at Vincennes
outside of Paris. She first came to Paris in 1905
and found fame as a performer of exotic Asianinspired dances, claiming to have been born
in a sacred Indian temple. In reality, Mata Hari
was born in a small town in northern Holland
in 1876, and her real name was Margaretha
Geertruida Zelle.
• On Oct. 11, 1925, novelist Elmore Leonard is
born in New Orleans. His book “Hombre” (1961)
was voted one of the best 25 Westerns of all
time by the Western Writers of America. His first
mystery, “The Big Bounce” (1969), was rejected
by 84 publishers before it was published as an
original paperback.
• On Oct. 17, 1931, gangster Al Capone is sentenced to 11 years in prison for tax evasion and
fined $80,000. Elliot Ness and his “Untouchables” routinely broke up Capone’s bootlegging
businesses, but it was tax-evasion charges that
finally stuck and landed Capone in prison.
• On Oct. 12, 1945, Army Pfc. Desmond T. Doss
of Lynchburg, Va., is presented the Congressional Medal of Honor for outstanding bravery as
a medical corpsman, the first conscientious objector in American history to receive the nation’s
highest military award.
• On Oct. 13, 1953, the world’s first art museum
on wheels opens in Fredericksburg, Va. It was
called the Artmobile, a $20,000, 34-foot-long
air-conditioned trailer with museum-quality
lighting. The trailer was pulled around the state
behind an enormous blue truck.
• On Oct. 14, 1968, U.S. Defense Department
officials announce that the Army and Marines
will be sending about 24,000 men back to Vietnam for involuntary second tours because of
the length of the war, high turnover of personnel
and the tight supply of experienced soldiers.
• On Oct. 16, 1976, “Disco Duck” hits the No. 1
spot on the Billboard charts. Created by bored
drive-time radio disc jockey Rick Dees, the
song got airplay in every town except Memphis,
where Dees had his radio show.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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substitute yellow squash)
1 large green or red pepper
Shredded fresh carrot and parsley for garnish (optional)

Tasty Stuffed Vegetable
Boats
We’ve devoured farm-fresh fruits and vegetables
from A-Z these past months, but it seems like we’ve
been stuck on the letter “Z” for quite some time. “Z”
as in zucchini. Fat ones, skinny ones, green ones
and lots of cheap ones.
For health-conscious parents, it’s a challenge
to get vitamin-rich zucchini and other veggies that

1. Cook the sausage in a medium frying pan until
crumbled and lightly browned. Add the onion and
chopped pepper. Continue to cook one minute until
onions and pepper are soft. Add the sauce and 1
cup of the grated cheese. Stir until heated through.
Transfer into a bowl and set aside to cool slightly.
2. Let your child scoop out the insides of the squash
halves with a melon baller or a small ice-cream
scoop to form a cavity. They’ll enjoy digging around
and removing the seeds. Then make some “pepper
pockets” by coring a pepper and cutting it into quarters, then in half again.
3. Let children spoon the sausage mixture into the
cavities of the squash halves and into the pepper
pockets. Set them on a cookie sheet or baking dish.
4. Bake in a 350 F oven covered loosely with foil for
about 30 minutes. Remove foil and top with remaining mozzarella. Return to oven uncovered for an additional 10 minutes until vegetables are tender.
5. Serve with garnishes, if you wish. Or, add thin

Storing Window Screens
Q: Last year I took my window screens down and
put up my storm windows. I stored the screens in
the garage, stacking them on their sides along the
wall. But at least four of the screens were damaged
somehow over the winter. How can I prevent further
damage this winter? -- Hank T., Knoxville, Tenn.
A: You’ll probably want to either find a new location to
store the screens, or adjust the layout of your garage (if
possible) to prevent equipment or people from accidentally bumping against the screens or things from falling
off shelves onto them.
Screens should be stored either by laying flat or
standing upright, in a dry area where the temperature
is kept fairly constant. To keep dust and dirt off of them,
cover the stack with plastic.
One thing I’ve found in older garages of the northeast
U.S. is that the interior walls of many of the garages

were lined with the screen windows from the house. Homeowners simply rigged up the lightweight windows to
hang along the walls, protecting them from weather, dirt
and falling objects, then reinstalled them come spring.
Another option is to reserve the top shelves of your
heavy-duty garage storage shelves to lay the screens
flat, if they’ll fit. This will keep the screens off the floor,
away from dampness, most dirt, falling objects and curious children, and in a decent airflow situation (an important consideration if the screen frames are wood).
If the damaged screens haven’t been repaired yet,
make a note to fix them over the winter so they’ll be
ready to put up right away come spring. Small holes
Clean window screens by
laying them flat on the driveway and gently scrubbing
with a soft brush dipped
in warm soapy water, then
rinse clean. Don’t pressure
wash screens or windows.

or dings can be patched easily. If the screen has a big
tear or you just want it to look uniform, replace the entire screen. Kits are available at your local hardware or
home-improvement store.
Send your questions or home tips to ask@thisisahammer.
com, or write This Is a Hammer, c/o King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Remember, when in doubt as to whether you can safely or
effectively complete a project, consult a professional contractor.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

are so abundant right now into the picky eaters in
the family. Here’s a strategy that is bound to please
their palettes. Let your kids help prepare “vegetable
boats” filled with the taste of the food they love: pizza!
This yummy combination of Italian sausage, tomato sauce and cheese, when scooped into the halves
and hollows of squash and peppers to resemble
boats, will glide onto your kids plates and into their
tummies for a healthy fall meal.
STUFFED VEGETABLE BOATS
16 ounces mild or spicy Italian sausage
1/2 medium onion, chopped
2 tablespoons chopped green or red pepper
1 cup favorite prepared tomato-based pasta sauce
2 cups grated mozzarella cheese
4 medium zucchini squash halved lengthwise (or

carrot sticks for oars for the little boats. Serve with
garlic sticks and a fruit salad on the side. Makes 4-6
servings.
Extra Tips:
• Trim off a strip of squash from the curved side of
the squash halves to keep “boats” upright.
• Onions are nothing to cry about if you leave the
root end intact while cutting up the rest of the onion.
Donna Erickson’s award-winning series “Donna’s
Day” is airing on public television nationwide. To
find more of her creative family recipes and activities, visit www.donnasday.com and link to the NEW
Donna’s Day Facebook fan page. Her latest book is
“Donna Erickson’s Fabulous Funstuff for Families.”
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Gov. McDonnell apologizes for slavery blunder,
moves beyond “Confederate History month”
By Stephen Groves
Virginia Statehouse News
April 2011 will now be known as “Civil War in Virginia” month rather than
“Confederate History Month,” Gov. Bob
McDonnell announced on Friday.
The governor addressed the 150th anniversary conference of the Civil War at
Norfolk University, apologizing for his
blunder in omitting slavery as a cause of
the war in his declaration of “Confederate
History Month” this year.
“This was an error of haste and not
heart–and it will be remedied,” he said to
the 2,000 people gathered in the university’s L. Douglas Wilder center.

He encouraged the conference to tackle
the “tough stuff of Civil War history,” referring to slavery, which is the topic of the
conference.
“A prosperous, dynamic, and diverse
Commonwealth is attempting to remember, understand, and put into proper
perspective one of the most painful and
bloody periods in the history of western
civilization. This is not going to be easy.
I know that from firsthand experience,”
McDonnell said.
McDonnell drew wide criticism over racial segregation and Civil War commemoration this year. Even President Barack
Obama chided him over his omission of
slavery as a cause of the war.

NEWS, from 12

Read-A-Thon from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m. on October 8,
2010. Students will get to see an exciting new collection
of books added to the Linkhorne library as well as get
reacquainted with literary greats. The new books were
purchased with a 21st Century Community Learning
Centers Grant.
The Read-A-Thon is being coordinated and promoted
by the Linkhorne Middle TEAM – Tutoring, Enrichment, Athletics, and Mentoring. Through these four
components students are given the opportunity to grow
as a whole and to experience opportunities that will help
them grow into productive citizens.
Bedford Public Library System Offers Free
Computer Skills Classes
The Bedford Public Library System is offering free instructional beginner classes in various areas of computer usage. Topics include social networking, E-materials, online digital photo storage, web design, Microsoft
Word 2007, and Internet Explorer. The course topics
being offered will vary according to library location. All
courses will be instructed using Microsoft Office 2007
software products and Internet Explorer.
To find a list of classes being offered at your library
location, please visit www.bplsonline.org or call your library. Bedford Central Library (540) 586-8911; Big Island
Library (540) 425-7000; Forest Library (540) 425-7002;

But he may have struck a compromise.
The Rev. Rayfield Vines, president of the
Virginia state conference of the NAACP,
praised McDonnell for his address.
He called the move “charismatic” and
said, “I tip my hat to what he’s done. I
think it will go over much better with all
races.”
Members of the Virginia division of the
Sons of Confederate Veterans said they
had not reviewed the announcement and
could not comment on it.
The governor’s proclamation and the
Commonwealth’s role in the Civil War
have been a perennial controversy in the
state.
“Confederate History month has been a

Moneta/SML Library (540) 425-7004; Montvale Library
(540) 425-7006; Stewartsville Library (540) 425-7008.
Community Briefing to be held on Route 29 North
Bridge Project
Tye River Bridge and approaches to be reconstructed
American Infrastructure, Design-Build Contractor
on the Route 29 North Tye River Reconstruction project and representatives with the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) will meet with citizens about
the project.
A community briefing is scheduled on Wednesday, October 6 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Nelson County High
School . No formal presentation will be made; however,
staff will available to answer questions concerning the
construction schedule and traffic impacts.
The project will begin approximately 1000 feet south
of the northbound bridge and end approximately 1000
feet north of the bridge. During construction one lane of
traffic in either direction will use the southbound bridge.
Crossovers will be constructed at either end of the structure to facilitate this movement.
Work on the approximately $6.7 million project is
scheduled for completion in late 2012.

Send your news tips and briefs to:
news@lynchburgtimes.com

controversial issue in Virginia politics for
a long time,” said Stephen Farnsworth,
professor of communications and politics
at George Mason University.
Gov. George Allen (R) started the symbolic proclamation in 1997. It immediately became a lightning rod of controversy.
But Gov. Jim Gilmore (R) struck a similar
compromise as McDonnell by including anti-slavery language in proclaiming
“Confederate History Month.” He then
changed it to “a proclamation in remembrance of the sacrifices and honor of all
Virginians who served in the Civil War.”
Democratic Govs. Tim Kaine and Mark
Warner decided not to touch the subject
in their administrations. It sat idle for
eight years until McDonnell approached
it again.
But when Gov. McDonnell revived the
proclamation this year, it drew support
from his conservative base, along with
criticism.
In his address, the governor tried to pull
in all sides. He said his proclamation for
next year “will remember all Virginians—
free and enslaved; Union and Confederate. It will be written for all Virginians.”
This strategy should pay off for McDonnell, said Farnsworth.
“’Confederate history month’ is not a
winning political position in Virginia,” he
said.
With voting power shifting to the suburbs and urban centers of Northern
Virginia, especially with the approaching redistricting, Republicans will need
to appeal to a different demographic, he
said. Striking a compromise with “Confederate History month” is a step in the
right direction.
Farnsworth added that conservative
voters who may not like the governor’s
announcement will still vote Republican.
Politics aside, McDonnell expressed
that the legacy of the Civil War and slavery still has the potential to divide the
Commonwealth and reconciliation is still
a work in progress.
But “150 years is long enough for Virginia to fight the Civil War,” he said. The
conference room filled with applause.
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Board member alleges political activity by Roanoke nonprofit
By Paige Winfield Cunningham
Virginia Statehouse News
The head of a multi-million dollar
anti-poverty agency in Roanoke says
it was an “accident” if the tax-exempt
organization’s facilities were used for
political events.
Rallies hosted by Democrats and held
at the Dumas Center for Artistic and
Cultural Development, a venue owned
by Total Action Against Poverty (TAP),
prompted Mark Powell to resign from
TAP’s board in June and file a complaint
with the Internal Revenue Service.
Powell complained that rallies for then
presidential candidate Barack Obama,
Virginia Del. Onzlee Ware and former
Del. Brian Moran have been held at the
Dumas Center—events that are confirmed to have taken place by newspaper accounts.
A political fundraiser for Ware was
held in the Dumas Center in March
2007. In February 2008, Virginia Democrats gathered to stump for Barack
Obama the evening before the presidential primary. In April 2009, Ware
announced his candidacy from the venue. And two months later Moran held
a rally in front of the center during his
campaign for the Democratic gubernatorial nomination.
According to IRS code, “all section
501(c)3 organizations are absolutely
prohibited from directly or indirectly
participating in, or intervening in, any
political campaign on behalf of (or in
opposition to) any candidate for elective public office.”
TAP President and CEO Ted Edlich
said Onzlee Ware did announce his
candidacy at the Dumas Center—but
that the announcement was only moved
there due to freezing weather conditions
at the nearby Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial Bridge. Edlich said he didn’t
know anything about the other events
held for Ware, Moran and Obama.
TAP’s 27-member board reviewed
Powell’s complaints and have “qualified
rules and regulations” about how facilities may not be used, Edlich said.
“No candidate will use our facilities

for political events,” Edlich said. “If it
had happened in the past, it was an accident.”
Government grants comprise the bulk
of TAP’s funding, especially the federal
community service block grants. Operating on a $17 million budget, the
44-year-old nonprofit runs Head Start
school readiness programs and housing
and transitional programs for low-income families and individuals.
Hosting political events aren’t the only
actions Powell say violate TAP’s tax-exempt status. He also accuses the group
of allowing employees to work at polls
during work hours, conducting political activities using campaign funds donated by Ware and allowing staffers for
Obama’s presidential campaign to use
more office space than his campaign
had paid to rent in a TAP-owned building.
Powell said he was excited to join the
board in March 2009, but left the next
year after seeing a number of red flags.

Cash in on clutter
If you know you’ll need extra cash for the
holidays, consider this: There is cash in
clutter. By beginning now to unload the clutter, you can accomplish two things: getting
rid of extras that could be stifling you, and
making a little extra money.
Where’s the clutter? It’s potentially everywhere.
Consider consigning clothing you haven’t
worn in two years, and sell toys the children
don’t play with anymore. Have you done a
lot of “retail therapy” either in stores or at
yard sales, bringing home knick-knacks you

“As soon as I joined, I saw a lot of eyebrow-raising behavior,” Powell said.
Edlich says no employees worked at
polls during work time. But an email
from TAP Board Chairman John Williamson to Powell indicated that some
employees may not have taken the time
off. A committee of board members examined Powell’s allegation and recommended some changes to TAP’s stated
policy on political activity.
In regard to the Obama campaign
office, Erlich said staff only used additional community rooms that were also
open to other tenants of the building.
And while TAP did accept $3,000 from
Ware’s campaign, Edlich says it was in
return for collecting donations for college scholarships during an event held
by the Juneteenth Freedom Foundation—a foundation started by Ware to
celebrate black emancipation.
It isn’t the first time Erlich and Powell
have clashed, at least indirectly. Edlich
endorsed Onzlee Ware in last year’s

end up dusting every week? Old watches,
musical instruments, iPods and mp3 players may have some value to someone else,
especially for their parts. Sell duplicates of
tools and stereo speakers.
If you have multiple computers, your old
reject might be just the thing for someone
else. The same goes for your older monitors and keyboards. If you’ve amassed a
large collection of videos and DVDs (that
no one ever watches anymore), sell them
and clear up some space. The same goes
for books and craft items or hobby supplies
that looked appealing when you bought
them.
If you have far too many inherited items
that you’ve kept out of a sense of obligation, consider whether it’s time to let them
go. For items that could be valuable, get an
appraisal as to their worth.
The biggest clutter sign of all is if you rent
a storage unit to hold the excesses of your
life. If you’ve had that unit for more than six
months and haven’t visited it, that’s a sure
sign that you can live without the contents.
Spend a few weekends going through the

Democratic primary. At the time, Powell was working as campaign manager
for Ware’s opponent, Martin Jeffrey.
Powell voiced his concerns to city and
state officials before filing his complaint
with the IRS—from which he says he
has not yet received a response. Roanoke City Manager Chris Morrill said
staff reviewed past grant reports from
TAP and found that the agency met all
Community Development Block Grant
guidelines. Any violation of TAP’s taxexempt status is outside the city’s authority, he said.
Mark Grigsby, director of the state Office of Community Services, said TAP’s
board has acted upon Powell’s concerns
and that any other investigation is up to
the IRS.
“We aren’t the agency who determines whether their actions constitute
political activity,” Grigsby said. “That’s
beyond my paygrade.”

boxes you’ve stored to see what you can
sell. Not only will you pocket the cash, but
you might be able to downsize to a smaller
unit if there are items you absolutely must
store.
Even if you hire an online auction company to take care of the actual pricing, shipping and photography of your items, you’ll
come out ahead without having spent the
time to micromanage online bids.
If you end up giving items to Goodwill
or the Salvation Army, you can still net a
financial gain in the form of charitable tax
deductions. Use a computer program called
“It’s Deductible” to calculate the fair market
value of what you donate.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will
incorporate them into his column whenever
possible. Write to him in care of King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Adding a personal touch to your pottery

By Lauren Satterfield
The Lynchburg Times
A local business offers an opportunity
for you to stock your cupboard with oneof-a-kind creations of your own making.
At All Fired Up, located in the Briarwood
Plaza on Forest Road, you can buy an item
such as a coffee mug or a platter, then sit
down at one of the tables to make it your
own with paints, sponges, and stencils.
“One of the best things about All Fired Up
is that there are no studio costs. Whereas
most places make you pay for the item,
and then pay by the hour to paint it, and
on top of that make you pay for the paint,
here there is just one flat affordable rate.
You buy the item and that is it. No time

limits or extra costs,” the owner Vicky
Ledbetter said.
Now, for those who are artistically challenged, there is reassurance in knowing
that the store is stocked with loads of
stencils in almost every design that you
can think of, and even stamps, sponge
shapes, sponge letters, and idea books.
“It’s fun and affordable! No experience required! And for extra guidance someone
is always there to help,” Ledbetter said.
After you finish painting, the piece has
to stay at the store to be glazed and then
fired in the kiln, which gives the paint a
bright and shiny finish. “All of our pottery
is dishwasher and food safe!” Ledbetter said. Your piece will be finished and
ready within 7 to 14 days from the day

you painted it. The wait time depends on
how many other pieces are in line to be
baked.
Ledbetter bought All Fired Up two and
half years ago, when it was located in the
Boonsboro Shopping Center, then relocated to Briarwood Shopping Center just
over a year ago.
While walking around the store I saw
the aforementioned affordable prices:
standard coffee mugs for $12.50, plates
starting at $10.50 and a large triangular
platter for $46.50. I know those prices
sound a bit steep, but when you factor in
that you are buying the item, the paint,
the time spent painting, and the finishing touches of glazing and firing the item,
it really is an amazing deal. The finished
product will be a priceless keepsake that
you will always treasure.
There are many specials that All Fired
Up offers to save customers a few dollars.
Every Tuesday from 10am-3pm is the
“Mommy and Me Special” which offers a
10% discount to the child’s item with the
purchase of the parent’s. The last Thursday of every month is “Ladies’ Night,”
when ladies get 10% off any item and can
bring their own wine. “We get a lot of
fun groups that come in on Ladies’ night,
and we have such a good time!” Ledbetter said. On Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, the “After School Special” is
in effect from 2pm-6pm, and you can buy
any item and get a second item of equal

or lesser value for half off! Finally all day
every Thursday, if you show your college
ID you receive 10% off.
All Fired Up also hosts birthday parties for children. All birthday parties are
one to two hours long, and cost from $12
to $14 per child. The $12 price includes
two ‘tots,’ or mini figurines, per child.
The $14 package includes the child’s
choice of a plate, cup or bowl. Every
birthday party pack includes a birthday
plate for the guest of honor that has his
or her handprint in the middle and the
thumbprints and names of each attendee
around the edge. The party is for children 6 and up and for groups of 8 to 14.
“My stock is always changing and growing,” Ledbetter said as she was telling me
about her newest Christmas stock, which
should be coming in very soon. The items
will include various ornaments, platters,
Christmas mugs, angel figurines and lots
of other items.
The walk-in studio hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday 10am-6pm.
They are open on Thursday and Friday
10am-9pm. The studio is closed Sunday
and Monday. “No appointment needed.
We take our last painters one hour prior to closing, and we may close early if
no one is painting,” Ledbetter states on
her flyer. You may go to www.allfireduplynchburg.com to check out more about
the store or call 434-385-8223.
Edited by Laura Biondi
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One anecdote from the memoir is about her friendship with
Hollywood gossip-columnist Hedda Hopper, who was one of
the most influential -- and feared -- syndicated columnists of
her day. Jill’s style was very different; she knew a lot of dirt,
but resolutely refused to name names.
Jill writes about Hopper, “We talked a lot. Not about Hollywood gossip, but about life. And believe me, I came to know
her well.
“Not as Hedda Hopper, glamorous, powerful, syndicated to
We’re saddened to announce that Jill Jackson recently
many papers, feared and hated by many, but as Elda Furry
passed away as the result of complications from a fall. Her
from Altoona, Pa., a person I loved and admired. Beneath all
column, “Jill Jackson’s Hollywood,” was one of King Features
the hats, and the jewelry, and the finery and
Weekly Service’s longest-running features,
the haughtiness, and biting articles, she was
appearing every week since the 1980s.
a kind, caring and generous friend.
All of us here at King loved Jill. She was
“During our many conversations,
such a character, loved her work so, loved
Hedda talked about the hats that were as faHollywood, loved a good naughty joke and
mous as her columns. She really didn’t care
loved her hometown of New Orleans. Her
about all that frou-frou, it just saved her from
humor and vast knowledge of Hollywood
having to have her hair done all the time.
present and past will be greatly missed.
“Over Mai Tais at Trader Vic’s, I asked
Jill had an illustrious career in show busiher how she could write all that nasty stuff
ness before coming to King Features. Born
about people. She looked at me and then
and raised in New Orleans, she traded on
said. ‘You went to the best schools. You had
her success as a college athlete in golf and
a nice life. Try being a butcher’s daughter
Jill
Jackson
tennis to become one of the first women
from Altoona, Pa., who had to fight and scratch
sportscasters on radio. In the 1940s and ‘50s she hosted teleher way to the top.’
vision and radio shows in New Orleans, and it was then that
“I had no answer.”
she began writing “Jill Jackson’s Hollywood” for the local New
Jill left no children, and there was no formal memorial.
Orleans Times-Picayune.
The good news for all of you who enjoyed reading Jill’s colAfter moving to Los Angeles, Jill became president of the
umn is that Tony Rizzo, a close friend of hers, will be continuHollywood Women’s Press Club in the 1970s and received
ing the column under the title “Hollywood.” Tony is a veteran
that organization’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2004.
Hollywood reporter, photographer and author whose credits
An actress since her school days, Jill had bit parts in films
range from Photoplay and Soap Opera Digest to movie apand television ranging from “Airport” and “Madame X” to “The
pearances and a new children’s book that is being made into
Jack Benny Show.”
a musical. Tony’s first contribution will appear next week, and
Jill’s memoir, “Whaaat! And Leave Show Business?” is pubwill feature his memories of Jill.
lished online at Tulane University.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A workplace change
doesn’t seem to have turned out quite as you’d
hoped. Never mind: Just treat yourself to a healthy
dollop of that Aries self-confidence, and you’ll soon
view things differently.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Some of the support
you might have hoped for in a difficult situation might
not be there. But you have the strength to rely on your
own capabilities if you must. Good luck.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A disagreement with a
longtime friend can be painful, but it also can be a
learning lesson. Insist on a full and complete airing of
views. You’ll both come away the better for it.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A stalled relationship
can be restarted with some give and take on both
sides. And while it could take more time than you
expect, don’t rush it. Be patient, and let it happen
naturally.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) An opportunity to move
a long-stalled project from concept to construction
might be opening up for the Big Cat. Meanwhile, be
prepared to spend more time dealing with family matters.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Use your Virgo
organizational skills to line up support to help you

deal with a sticky workplace problem. A personal matter also might be helped with friendly intervention.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Trying to resolve a workplace problem with a longtime associate
can be difficult. Consider bringing in an impartial third
party to help you both reach a mutually acceptable
solution.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) This is a
good time to assess your current career situation.
Consider whether you have a chance to move up
where you are now, or if you should look elsewhere.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) With
education being a dominant part of this week’s aspect, one of the things you might want to think about
is taking courses to enhance your career opportunities.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You
might have a problem trying to stay focused on a matter you’d rather not deal with. But the sooner you do,
the sooner it will be resolved and out of the way.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) An unforeseen complication creates a difficult problem. But
things get resolved once you use your ability to turn
negative situations into positive experiences.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) The Pisces penchant for doing the right thing at the right time helps
you deal with a particularly troublesome situation.
Consider your best option, and act accordingly.
BORN THIS WEEK: Although you might sometimes
seem rigid in your views, your love of justice makes
you a trusted friend everyone can rely on.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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1. The Town (R) Ben Affleck, Jon Hamm
2. Easy A (PG-13) Emma Stone, Penn
Badgley
3. Devil (PG-13) Chris Messina, Bojana Nova-

kovic
4. Resident Evil: Afterlife (R) Milla Jovovich,
Ali Larter
5. Alpha and Omega (PG) animated
6. Takers (PG-13) Matt Dillon, Chris Brown
7. The American (R) George Clooney, Thelka
Reuten
8. Inception (PG-13) Leonardo DiCaprio, Ken
Watanabe
9. The Other Guys (PG-13) Will Ferrell, Mark
Wahlberg
10. Eat Pray Love (PG-13) Julia Roberts,
James Franco
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Fox, has been picked up for a second season, and
has acquired fall-season status. You can catch it on
Friday nights (rather than Mondays). I’m sure that its
stars, Bradley Whitford and Colin Hanks, thank you
for your support.

Q: I love the Starz original series “Spartacus:
Blood and Sand,” and I am eager to know if the
series will return for a second season. I know that
the show’s star, Andy Whitfield, has been battling
cancer, but I heard he was on the mend. -- Theresa F., Bowling Green, Ohio
A: Andy had been making terrific progress. His nonHodgkin Lymphoma was in remission, he was back
in training for “Spartacus,” and in an appearance at
July’s San Diego Comic-Con, he said that he felt
better than ever. However, Andy and Starz recently
announced that the actor had to leave the series to
immediately resume aggressive treatment for the recurrence of his cancer.
Andy said in a statement: “It’s with a deep sense of
disappointment that I must step aside from such an
exceptional project as ‘Spartacus’ and all the wonderful people involved. It seems that it is time for myself
and my family to embark on another extraordinary
journey.”
A representative for the network said the future of
the series will be discussed at a later date. Starz still
plans to air the show’s prequel, “Spartacus: Gods of
the Arena,” in January 2010. It focuses on the House
of Batiatus before Spartacus arrives in Capua, and
stars returning cast members John Hannah and Lucy
Lawless.
Q: My husband and I are big fans of the new
cop show “The Good Guys.” It’s such a refreshing change from all the same old ones. Can you
please tell us if it will be picked up for another
season? -- Linda M., via e-mail
A: The buddy cop show, which premiered in May on

Andy Whitfield
Q: David Cross is one of my favorite comedians.
What has he been up to lately? -- Paul F., via email
A: The 46-year-old funnyman has brought his original
comedy series, “The Increasingly Poor Decisions of
Todd Margaret,” to the Independent Film Channel,
where it airs Friday nights. This hilarious show follows the entertaining misadventures of an American
pathological liar (David) as he bluffs his way into a senior marketing job in the London office for an energy
drink called ThunderMuscle. The always-hilarious Will
Arnett plays his boss. To read my fun interview with
David, go to www.celebrityextraonline.com.
Q: Who are your early picks to take home the
mirror-ball trophy on “Dancing With the Stars”?
-- Harriet F., Tacoma, Wash.
A: Hands-down, my early favorites are Jennifer Grey
and Kyle Massey. Jennifer dances like she has the
spirit of Patrick Swayze guiding her, and Kyle has
youthful exuberance and showmanship on his side.
I can’t wait to see more from them.
Write to Cindy at King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475; or e-mail her
at letters@cindyelavsky.com. For more news and extended interviews, visit www.celebrityextraonline.com
and twitter.com/Celebrity_Extra.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Sen. Webb accuses Pentagon of “stiff-arming”
By Stephen Groves
Virginia Statehouse News

Virginia’s lawmakers on Tuesday were in
Washington, D.C. demanding answers from
the Department of Defense about the proposed closing of the Joint Forces Command
on Tuesday.
At a hearing for the Senate Armed Services Committee, U.S. Sen. Jim Webb, D- Va.,
said Virginia’s congressional delegation had
been kept in the dark about the DoD’s plans
to shutter JFCOM in Hampton Roads and
Norfolk.
“I believe in another sport it’s called stiffarming,” he said, complaining that the DoD
warned him of the plans through a phone
call only 15 minutes before the public announcement on Aug. 9.
Virginia’s lawmakers have repeatedly asked
the DoD for answers as to how closing JFCOM will save money without threatening
national security. JFCOM has 6,000 military
and civilian positions in Virginia. The base
is designed to use technology to train the
branches of the military to work together.
In one of the tensest moments of the

The Cats That Couldn’t Shoot Straight
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I read Linda’s letter
(“Cat’s Aim Is Off the Mark”), and we also had
the same problem. I bought a large plastic
tote that was “above the aim” and used that in
place of the lid by setting it up sideways and
sliding the litter box into it. Problem solved!
-- Sharon L., Kissimmee, Fla.
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: We used a small doggie litter box to address this problem with an
older cat at my workplace. We also placed pee
pads underneath and against the wall just in
case her aim was way off. -- Ann in Rochester,
N.Y.

nearly two-and-a-half hour hearing, Webb
accused the DoD of stonewalling.
“I’m asking for basic data. Data that you
can provide in one day,” Webb said to Deputy
Defense Secretary William J. Lynn III, referring to information he requested about the
staff size of the Offices of the Secretary of
Defense (OSD) and other command posts.
Lynn responded with a pledge to get information to Virginia’s lawmakers.
“I’ll look into those questions and get you
the data as soon as I can,” he said.
But Lynn explained the decision to close
JFCOM was based on military necessities.
“This is not a business-case analysis as
some have describe it. This was a military
decision.”
Lynn said that Defense Secretary Robert Gates met with his military advisers 30
times and determined that “jointness” between the branches of the military has been
achieved, so the $1 billion JFCOM budget
was unnecessary.
That’s unlikely to satisfy Virginia’s congressional delegation.
“This has led me to conclude there is no
comprehensive analysis that would support

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I had this problem
with “Gabriel,” our 8-year-old Maine Coon. After observing him, I realized that as a senior
cat, he couldn’t squat to pee as well as he used
to and so he would overshoot the box. I finally
made Gabriel a “custom” litter box that solved
the issue permanently. I bought a large Rubbermaid storage container and simply cut a
doorway into the side of it for him. With the
container’s almost 18-inch walls, there simply
is no overshooting or spraying over the top.
You have to use a box cutter or carpet knife to
cut out the opening (be very careful not to slip
and cut yourself). Both Gabriel and I are happy
campers! -- Brett N., Atlanta
DEAR READERS: Thanks for writing, all of you!
I’ve definitely had a lot of responses, suggesting
that even though a cat missing the litter box is usually a minor issue, it’s very, very common. Again, if
you’re concerned about a cat’s spraying over the
edge of the box, bring it to the vet for a checkup,
just to rule out anything physically wrong.
Send your pet questions and tips to ask@
pawscorner.com, or write to Paw’s Corner, c/o
King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Find more pet advice
and resources at www.pawscorner.com.
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

this recommendation to close JFCOM. And
it leads us to question actually on a larger
scale, how serious the DoD really is about
lasting reform on a broader scale,” Webb
said. “We need to get our questions answered.”
Webb was not the only senator concerned
about the closing. Although Sen. John McCain, R- Ariz., supported the decision, Sen.
Carl Levin, D- Mich., the committee chairman, backed up Webb’s frustration. Sen. Joe
Lieberman, D- Conn., said he was not necessarily opposed to the closing, but asked if
it really was good for national security. He

asked if an analysis had been done to determine how money would be saved.
“We are working through that,” Lynn responded. “We think we will be able to save a
substantial portion of that billion dollars.”
Lynn also met with Gov. Bob McDonnell
Tuesday morning before the hearing.
The governor said he had a “direct and candid meeting” with the DoD officials, and got
“some answers” and “some non-answers.”
“Our biggest concerns really are about the
national security implications of this deci-

See WEBB, 20

Local pet of the week

Mr. Jixer
Imagine moving into a new city. You
spend your entire night hauling things
from place A to place B, loading up the
cars, unloading them and doing it over
and over again. Finally, you get to go to
sleep–on the floor–dreaming of what
your new place will look like when you
wake up.
Now think what you would do if when
you opened your eyes and you saw a little
animal staring back at you!
That’s what happened to new local,
Charlotte Daum.
After a long night of moving in, she
awoke to this little ball of orange fuzz

looking her in the face. Immediately,
she took a picture of him to send to her
family with a “how on earth?!” message.
Further inquiries seem to indicate that
the newly dubbed Mr. Jixer had been
hunkered down in a closet, snuggling
with his namesake, the motorcycle helmet, ever since his previous owners left.
Jixer now enjoys being a part of the
family and especially loves terrorizing
his brother (the dog) and anyone else
within reach!

Got a great story & photo of your pet?

lauren@lynchburgtimes.com

WEBB, from 19
sion,” McDonnell told WTOP radio. “…
We’re concerned about the gross absence of
transparency over the last months when this
plan was developed. Frankly, we all read it in
the paper.”
A meeting with Gates will be coming in
the near future, McDonnell said.
“They’ve already made the decision, my
problem now is we’ve got to try to unwind
it,” he said.
But he may be working against the clock.
The closing will start when President Barack
Obama approves it.

Virginia’s delegation has discussed other
ways to halt the closing, including filing a
lawsuit against the DoD.
Webb announced that he and Sen. Mark
Warner, D- Va., are co-sponsoring an
amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act that would require Gates
to give them a detailed analysis before any
command post is closed.
The House Armed Services Committee
will meet tomorrow to hear a similar testimony from Lynn and other DoD officials.
Reps. Randy Forbes, R-4th district, Glenn
Nye, D-2nd district, and Rob Wittman, R1st district, are all on the committee.
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Top 10 Video Rentals
1. Date Night (PG-13) Steve Carell
2. The Back-Up Plan (PG-13) Jennifer Lopez
3. Death At a Funeral (R) Chris Rock
4. Marmaduke (PG) Owen Wilson
5. The Last Song (PG) Miley Cyrus
6. Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married Too? (PG-13)
7. Furry Vengeance (PG) Brendan Fraser

© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Page 20 • The Lynchburg Times • September 30 - August 6, 2010

8. Clash of the Titans (PG-13) Sam Worthington
9. Diary of a Wimpy Kid (PG) Steve Zahn
10. Cop Out (R) Bruce Willis
Top 10 DVD Sales
1. Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married Too? (PG-13) (Lionsgate)
2. Marmaduke (PG) (20th Century Fox)
3. Sons of Anarchy: Season Two (M) (20th Century Fox)
4. House M.D.: Season Six (NR) (Universal)
5. The Vampire Diaries: Comp. 1st Season (NR) (Warner)
6. The Back-Up Plan (PG-13) (Sony)
7. Lost: The Complete Sixth Season: The Final Season
(NR) (Buena Vista)
8. The Last Song (PG) (Buena Vista)
9. Dexter: The Fourth Season (M) (Paramount)
10. Date Night (PG-13) (20th Century Fox)

DOG OF THE WEEK

Top 10 Pop Singles
This Week................................................. Last Week
1. Katy Perry ..................................................No. 1
“Teenage Dream” (Capitol)
2. Eminem feat. Rihanna . .............................No. 2
“Love the Way You Lie” (Web/Shady/Aftermath)
3. Bruno Mars ................................................No. 4
“Just the Way You Are” (Elektra)
4. Taio Cruz ....................................................No. 3
“Dynamite” (Mercury)
5. Enrique Iglsias feat. Pitbull ......................No. 5
“I Like It” (Universal Republic)
6. Usher feat. Pitbull . ....................................No. 6
“DJ Got Us Fallin’ In Love” (LaFace)
7. Nelly . ..........................................................No. 9
“Just a Dream” (Derrty)
8. Ke$ha . ........................................................No. 8
“Take It Off” (Kemosabe/RCA)
9. Flo Rida feat. David Guetta . ...................No. 13
“Club Can’t Handle Me” (Poe Boy)
10. Taylor Swift ..............................................No. 7
“Mine” (Big Machine)

Top 10 Albums
This Week................................................. Last Week
1. Sara Bareilles . ....................................new entry
“Kaleidoscope” (Epic)
2. Eminem ......................................................No. 3
“Recovery” (Web/Shady/Aftermath/Interscope)
3. Various Artists . .........................................No. 2
“NOW 35” (Universal/EI/Sony)
4. Katy Perry ..................................................No. 4
“Teenage Dream” (Capitol)
5. Disturbed . ..................................................No. 1
“Asylum” (Reprise)
6. Stone Sour ..........................................new entry
“Audio Secrecy” (Roadrunner)
7. Interpol ................................................new entry
“Interpol” (Matador)
8. Justin Bieber . ............................................No. 8
“My World 2.0” (SchoolBoy/Raymond Braun/Island)

9. Anberlin . .............................................new entry
“Dark Is the Way, Light Is a Place” (Universal Republic)
10. Soundtrack . .............................................No. 9
“Camp Rock 2: The Final Jam” (Walt Disney)
PICKS OF THE WEEK

Sara Bareilles

Top 10 Hot Country Singles
This Week................................................. Last Week
1. Lady Antebellum .......................................No. 2
“Our Kind of Love” (Capitol Nashville)
2. Billy Currington .........................................No. 1
“Pretty Good At Drinkin’ Beer” (Mercury)
3. Kenny Chesney .........................................No. 5
“The Boys of Fall” (BNA)
4. Blake Shelton . ...........................................No. 4
“All About Tonight” (Reprise)
5. Josh Turner . ..............................................No. 8
“All Over Me” (MCA Nashville)
6. Easton Corbin . ..........................................No. 9
“Roll With It” (Mercury)
7. Uncle Kracker ............................................No. 6
“Smile” (Top Dog/Atlantic)
8. Lee Brice ....................................................No. 3
“Love Like Crazy” (Curb)
9. Darius Rucker .......................................... No. 11
“Come Back Song” (Capitol Nashville)
10. Little Big Town . .....................................No. 10
“Little White Church” (Capitol Nashville)

© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

“How to Train Your Dragon” (PG) -- The reason Dreamworks’ animated films don’t reach the same level of quality
as Pixar’s is that all too often, the humor is derived from
lame pop-culture references rather than from the characters’ personalities or their situation. In “How to Train Your
Dragon,” Dreamworks has finally gotten it right and made
an animated family film that is funny and heartwarming,
with the same timeless, classic feel we get when watching,
say, “Toy Story” or “Monsters, Inc.”
The film centers around a Viking boy named Hiccup who
would rather tinker with his inventions than join his fellow
Vikings in fighting the dragons that attack their village.
One day Hiccup, using one of his inventions, accidentally
brings down a young dragon. Instead of killing the beast,
he befriends it and names it Toothless. Because humans
and dragons are supposed to be mortal enemies, and this
is a family film, it is mandatory that everyone must learn A
Valuable Lesson About Friendship and Family.
I really liked this movie. The flying scenes are breathtaking, the voice acting by Jay Baruchel, Gerard Butler,
America Ferrara and Craig Ferguson is well-done, and the
film zips along at a jaunty pace. Check it out.
“The Hangover” (Extreme Edition) (R) -- For cryin’ out
loud, this movie has more versions than “Blade Runner.”
This “Extreme Edition” is the third release of the film this
year. What’s different? Nothing. It’s the same movie you
saw in the theater, only this time it includes a 28-page
book of racy photos from Stu’s camera and the “missing
wedding album,” more outtakes and a gag reel and some
other junk thrown in to separate rubes from their cash.
Don’t get me wrong, I thought the movie was funny, but
this DVD release is nothing but a shameless grab for more
cash.
“Christmas Classics Gift Set” (Unrated) -- Four classic
TV holiday favorites: “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,”
“Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town,” “Frosty the Snowman”
and “Frosty Returns” are bundled in this affordable three
DVD set (also available on Blu-Ray).

“Jonah Hex” (PG-13) -- Not only is “Jonah Hex” the
worst movie of the year, but at 72 minutes, it’s also the
briefest (thankfully). Josh Brolin stars as the titular Hex,
a cowboy with a mutilated face who’s out to avenge the
brutal murder of his family -- until President Grant recruits
him to hunt down John Malkovich, an evil dude lookin’ to
destroy the U.S. Capitol with a super weapon invented by
Eli Whitney. For a comic-book movie that’s barely an hour
long, you’d expect it to be wall-to-wall action. No dice.
It’s mostly grizzled dudes standing around talking. BUT,
despite this being boring for the most part, there is one
scene that is actually uber-cool. Jonah Hex has the power
to resurrect the dead. So in one scene, he kills a dude,
immediately resurrects the bad guy and then PUNCHES
HIM SO HARD THE BAD GUY EXPLODES INTO A BAJILLION WEE FLAMES. The movie is garbage, but that
scene is totally badass.

Josh Brolin
TV SERIES
“Dexter’s Laboratory” Season One
“Angel” Complete Series
“Dollhouse” The Complete Second Season
“C.S.I.: Miami” The Eighth Season
“The Tudors” The Final Season
“Ghost Whisperer” Complete Series
“In Treatment” The Complete Second Season
“Inspector Lewis” Series 3
“Ghost Whisperer” The Fifth Season
“Renegade” Complete Series
“Wolverine & X-Men” Complete Series
“Marcus Welby, M.D.” Season Two
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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Governor’s audit reveals $877 million unspent at VDOT
By Stephen Groves
Virginia Statehouse News
An audit of the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) revealed $877
million of available funding, Gov. Bob
McDonnell announced Sept. 23.
At a press conference in Richmond, the
governor showed how an outside audit
of the state’s transportation department
wrung out money that will now be made
available for road construction over the
next six years. VDOT will be using the
money immediately, awarding $800 million to $900 million in contracts before
the end of the year.
“There’s been money sitting in accounts
while people have been sitting in traffic,”
McDonnell said.
He also mentioned a few projects that
will be a priority – the HOT lanes on I95, interchanges on Route 66, and the
MLK tunnel in Hampton Roads.
During the 2010 fiscal year, the state
didn’t spend $480 million that it was given for road and bridge maintenance. That
carryover, on top of unused money from
previous years, gives the state $529 million that it is not using. Over half of that,
$318 million, is committed to contracts.
But $200 million has not even been allocated to a contract.
The audit says this is a result of proj-

ects taking too long to be approved and
moved through the system. VDOT Commissioner Greg Whirley said that all projects see the same approval process, no
matter how large or small they are.
“We manage … a simple turn lane just
like we do a major interchange,” he said.
Funding from the federal government
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act also covered some projects
that normally would have been paid for
by the state. Also, VDOT’s management
would not let any work start on a project
before all funding was approved for the
entire project, which halted projects.
But McDonnell said now is not the time
to slow down. Construction bids are low
due to the recession, and the Commonwealth’s roads need improvement.
“Our systems are too slow, they’re too
bureaucratic,” the governor said.
He said he will be streamlining VDOT.
A large chunk of money, $200 million,
comes from changing the amount the
agency keeps in its reserves. Instead of
a five-and-a-half month reserve, VDOT
will keep two months worth of money on
hand.
“That’s a risk worth taking when we’re
getting the type of construction prices
and bids that we are now,” Whirley said.
McDonnell commenced the audit in
April, but said he wanted to audit VDOT

as far back as 2008 when he was the attorney general.
After a recession in 2006, VDOT became very careful about committing
money to projects. In 2009, the general
fund dropped so low that then Gov. Tim
Kaine ordered that 19 of Virginia’s 42 rest
stops close to save $9 million. But the
recent audit showed that in 2009, Virginia didn’t spend $348.4 million of their

1. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin prefix
“juxta” mean?
2. PSYCHOLOGY: What kind of fear is represented in anthophobia?
3. CHEMISTRY: What is the atomic number
of hydrogen?
4. MOVIES: For what 1983 film did Shirley
MacLaine win an Academy Award for best
female actress?
5. MATH: What is the Arabic equivalent of the
Roman numerals XCV?
6. TELEVISION: Which newsman had the famous signoff line, “And that’s the way it is”?
7. MEDICINE: What is the normal human
body temperature in Celsius?
8. HISTORY: What was the name of Amelia Earhart’s navigator on her final ill-fated
flight?
9. MEASUREMENTS: What is the amount in
a quire?
10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only U.S.
state that has only one syllable in its name?
Answers
1. Alongside
2. A fear of flowers
3. 1
4. “Terms of Endearment”
5. 95
6. Walter Cronkite
7. 37 C
8. Fred Noonan
9. 25 sheets of paper
10. Maine
© Copyright 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

money for roads and bridges. That extra
money adds to the $529 million the state
is not currently using to total $877 million.
Kaine attributed the extra money to
conservative money management. He
scaled back the VDOT workforce and did
other belt-tightening measures.
“Thanks to tight-fisted project management and sharp reduction in overhead
during the toughest economic downturn
in a generation — what’s clear is VDOT
has cash in the bank to pay for the projects in the Six Year Plan as they are built,”
Kaine said on Thursday.
McDonnell used the opportunity to tout
his brand of governance, making it clear
he was streamlining VDOT to run more
like a business. He said he would like to
continue the auditing trend by looking at
college spending and health care. He also
said one person was “terminated” from
his/her job as a result of the audit.
The governor said a list of projects that
will be funded with the money will be
available within 45 days.
VDOT will also manage the money they
are granted by the federal government
more efficiently. New measures include
adding back $524 million that is taken out
of the Six Year Improvement Plan budget
for federal reserves, getting Federal Highway Administration approval to use $400
million worth of toll credits, which would
free up state funds for other projects, using $130 million that is tied up in inactive projects, and deciding where federal
funds are going earlier in the year.

Page 22 • The Lynchburg Times • September 30 - August 6, 2010

Read every issue online at www.lynchburgtimes.com

Virginia overpays nearly 15 percent
of all unemployment benefits
By Paige Winfield Cunningham
Virginia Statehouse News
Nearly 15 percent of unemployment benefits were paid last year to Virginians who
didn’t qualify for them, according to the
U.S. Department of Labor.
In 2009, Virginia ranked ninth for how
much states overpaid workers claiming
unemployment. Of $1.14 billion the state
paid in unemployment, $166 million was
handed to workers who didn’t qualify.
Louisiana had the highest rate of overpayment, at 42 percent, while Indiana came
in second, with 33 percent. Add the states
together, and in total 9 percent of all unemployment benefits were paid to unqualified
citizens.
Calls to the Virginia Employment Commission were not returned.
George Wentworth, a policy analyst for
the National Employment Law Project, describes two main types of workers who are
unqualified for unemployment benefits,
but may receive them anyway.
Many of the overpayments are given to
workers who do lack a job, but it’s because
they were fired—not laid-off. Workers who
have been fired are not illegible for unemployment benefits, but Wentworth says it
can take months for the state to prove that
in court, end the payments and demand a
refund.
Some states are required to decide appeals within a time period, like 45 days,
but many states aren’t staying on schedule
as they process extra applicants in the recession. Virginia, Wentworth said, is doing
particularly badly in that area.
“It may well be by the time the appeals
referee rules, the claimant has had 10, 12
week’s worth of benefits,” Wentworth said.
“That’s a fairly common scenario.”
Other workers commit fraud when they
do find a job but continue claiming benefits, Wentworth said. In 2008, 2.6 percent
of benefits in Virginia were overpaid to employed claimants.
But Wentworth said these cases have
dropped in recent years as more states
have required employers to give notification when they hire.

“I think most states have developed more
sophisticated tools for identifying fraud,”
he said.
While Virginia’s payments this year puts
the state among those struggling most with
overpaying benefits, its ratio of overpayments was even higher in 2008. That year,
24 percent of all unemployment benefits

should not have been distributed.
The issue is especially relevant in Virginia
now that the state’s unemployment trust
fund has run dry. Last September, the fund
dipped into the negative for the first time in
three decades, prompting Virginia to borrow $347 million from the federal government to continue writing unemployment

checks.
And as unemployment remains higher
throughout the country, states are experiencing more pressure to pay out benefits,
Wentworth said.
“There are three times as many people
filing for benefits today as they did three
years ago,” he said.

Women still making less than men in
Virginia, says report
By Stephen Groves
Virginia Statehouse News

Women in Virginia are making 81 percent of what their male
counter-parts make per hour, sending the Commonwealth to
near the top of the list of states for the gender pay gap, says a
new report. But the reasons remain unclear.
The Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal Analysis, a research
non-profit that supports progressive issues, released a report
this month based on Census Bureau figures detailing the incomes and jobs in which men make more than women. In
2008, the median income for men was $16,000 more than
what women made, making the gap in Virginia the 15th largest in the nation. The gap of $3.59 for median hourly wage,
another measure of earnings, is 14th highest on the list.
The report claims that the incomes of men and women have
steadily grown closer to each other across the nation and in
the Southeast region since the early 2000s, but this trend
does not seem to be picking up in Virginia. Michael Cassidy,
president of the Commonwealth Institute, also pointed out
that the gap is even greater among people with a bachelors or
advanced degree. In Virginia, women with advanced degrees
make 54 cents for every dollar earned by men with advanced
degrees.
“We like to think of Virginia as having a modern, advanced
economy where your gender doesn’t affect your paycheck, but
this report shows that men are still earning more than similarly-educated women and that the difference exists across all
occupations and industries,” Cassidy said.
He encouraged further action by identifying the issues that
lead to women making less than men. The report, titled “Same
work, less pay,” suggests this is based on gender discrimination.

But others, such as the Independent Women’s Forum, a
conservative non-profit, say there are many factors that go
into the gender pay gap.
“We need to be careful when we look at statistics like this
and blame it on sexism,” said Carrie Lukas, vice president for
policy and economics at the Independent Women’s forum.”
She said that pay gaps result from factors like how much
someone decides to work, or what jobs they take. Someone
might work a job that is more difficult, has inconvenient or
longer hours, but be rewarded for it with higher pay.
“Someone who works continuously, whether it is a man or
woman, gets more experience, gets more promotions, and
gets paid more,” Lukas said. And women may gravitate to jobs
that allow greater flexibility to raise a family, she suggested.
Lukas also cited a study recently published in Time magazine that analyzed 2,000 communities and found that in 147
of 150 of the biggest U.S. cities, unmarried, childless women
under 30 actually make 8 percent more than males in that category. James Chung of Reach Advisors, who has spent more
than a year analyzing data from the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, compiled the figures. But the cities
where this trend does not ring true are based on traditionally
male-dominated industries, such as technology software development or military-technology contracting. Tech jobs and
military contracting are huge drivers of the Virginia economy,
which could explain some of the gender pay gap, Lukas said.
But this is a complicated subject with factors like economics, gender, and culture, which can make it hard to measure
accurately.
As Virginia Moran of the University of Virginia Women’s
Center acknowledged, “There are lots of conflicting reports
on this subject.”
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The Lynchburg Times

The Lynchburg Times Crossword: FOREIGN INTRIGUE

DOWN
1 Blind parts
2 “Untouchable” Ness
3 Klemperer of “Hogan’s
Heroes”
4 Actor Tognazzi
5 Energy

6 Rover’s restraint
7 Roguish
8 Hound or hamster
9 A great many
10 “Waterloo” group
11 Yorkshire feature
12 Gasp
13 Tosses aside
14 “Deep Space Nine”
role
15 Actress Ullmann
16 Wahine’s wreath
17 Master
19 Banyan and baobab
23 Scoundrel
25 Close
29 School grp.
31 Residence
32 Brindisi bread
33 Artist Franz
35 Libyan baseball maneuver?
36 Most confident
38 Nullify
39 Like some sheep
40 Prospector’s prize
41 Loser to Truman
42 Cinderella’s soiree
43 Nautical adverb
44 Cuban game-show
figure?
46 Jai __
47 Lean
49 PDQ, politely
53 Overlay material
54 Massenet opera
55 Aachen article
56 Darling dog
59 Carve a canyon
63 “Bolero” composer
65 Jewel

66 Impetuous
68 Prior to, to Prior
70 Semester
71 Encourage a culprit
73 Iron clothes
74 Paris, to Helen
75 Tropical tubers
77 Ellipse
78 Chad or George
80 Othello’s inducer
81 Detective Charlie
84 Linguist Chomsky
85 Redact
86 Torch’s crime
89 __ and yang
90 Hair part
91 Composer Thomas
94 Prepared cherries
99 Morlocks’ prey
101 Donkey
102 Tanker and trawler
103 “Lord Jim” author
105 Kitten gear?
108 Manage to miss
109 Compete
110 Din
111 “Beau __” (‘39 film)
113 Potter’s need
114 Circus sight
115 Once again
116 Richard of “Love Me
Tender”
118 Sault __ Marie, MI
119 Ring counter
120 Do Little work
121 Kyoto coin
123 Actress MacGraw
124 Deface
125 Citrus cooler

Sudoku!

Hocus-Focus
by Henry Boltinoff

by Linda Thistle

How to play: Place a number in the empty boxes
in such a way that each row across, each column
down and each small 9-box square contains all of
the numbers from one to nine.
Difficulty this week: Challenging
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Puzzling

77 Seville shout
79 “Beowulf,” e.g.
82 More naive
83 “__ of robins . . .”
85 Bartok or Peron
86 Islamic deity
87 Speedometer abbr.
88 Senegalese sitcom?
92 Khan opener?
93 Mayberry town drunk
95 “The Lady __ Tramp”
(‘37 song)
96 Maintenance workers
97 Hither’s mate
98 Contemptible
100 Good luck charm
104 __ de plume
106 Film site?
107 Worn-out
108 TV’s “__ Shade”
112 Seminole shoe
116 Whitney or Mintz
117 On one’s __ (alert)
119 Italian actor?
122 Sensible Czech?
126 Duel tool
127 Season firewood
128 Dieter’s dish
129 “__ Fideles”
130 Ward (off)
131 Evergreen tree
132 Sup in style
133 Soprano Fleming
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ACROSS
1 Conclude a deal
6 Drinks like a Dalmatian
10 Current unit
13 Bagel or bialy
17 State
18 Build
20 He’ll give you a
squeeze
21 Singer Adams
22 Egyptian manipulator?
24 German rock group?
26 Thames town
27 __ blond
28 Quick comeback
30 Furtiveness
33 Encounter
34 Luke’s book
37 Baseball stat
38 Feudal tenant
40 “Lohengrin” role
42 “Pshaw!”
45 Wind instrument?
48 Galley feature
50 Asta’s father
51 Pie __ mode
52 Indian restaurant?
57 Church bench
58 Mississippi mound
60 Help
61 Actress Rivera
62 Got up
64 Tragic monarch
65 Bar supply
66 Noggin
67 Fine
69 A bit of Bach
71 Bandleader Shaw
72 Sitarist Shankar
73 Prep school
76 Sheepish sounds
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